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Our Soviet power rules bright-eyed,
Life's garden it has opened wide
And enter now those once denied,
Our happy unveiled girls.
Greetings!
Then flow still faster, water-wheels,
Faster still for Soviet mills,
Till every grindstone overfills,
With our mighty harvests.
Greetings!
Suleyman weaves glad songs together
Now such a time has come, brother,
Now such a time is won, brother,
For our glorious Soviet youth.
Greetings!
SULEYMAN   STALSKY,   a   peasant   poet   from
Daghestan.   (Trans, by Herbert Marshall.)
Tsarist Russia struck upon the path of capitalist development
much later than other European countries. The working class
was still numerically small. The spontaneous outbreaks of the
'seventies and 'eighties of the last century still bore an elemental,
unorganised character. It was the hard school of experience
which taught the workers just how essential was organisation, if
they were to attain even their most elementary demands.
In the 'nineties of the last century Lenin had already fully
appraised the power of the working class and the historical role
which it was to play in the future. In his book What the "Friends
of the People'9 Are (1894) he proved, with characteristic conviction
and iron logic, that Russia had already taken the road of capitalist
development, that the working class would play a revolutionary
role in social development, and that in collaboration with the
peasantry it would bring into being that active guiding force
which must clear away the despotic Tsarist regime which was
barring the road to bourgeois democracy and, subsequently, to
Socialist democracy.
Lenin was able to gauge the sentiments of the working people
with surprising accuracy. He knew their hopes and tribulations,